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elevator the Mi.m.ippi River t New Orle.n.. whose
The $15,000,000 municipally -- owned end operated grein on

utility wouiu ecu once ioc river . ...

of misplaced rejoicing to New Orleans be-- a
cnurce

through this seeming relief, no damage has been

? to levees or property there by the flood waters,
urCJt predicates the much more serious question of a

u iJ nf 100 miles in the course of the Mississippi

T leaving a city of 400,000 inhabitants 'high andu
shallow lake, which was once the bed of the

dry' on a

l0WOwintrS1to lack of attention, the outlet into the Red

pjver has enlarged both this stream and the Atcha-r.inv- a

River until each is nearly three times its size of

n Ztrs ago, while the cross-sectio- n area of the Missis-- ;

Wiver below this outlet has been reduced nearly
from 95,944 sq. ft. in 1911 to 27,955 sq.rt yea? These are the carefully checked figures

If engineers at this point on the Mississippi, and show

tremendous reduction in the water flowing through
o

the Mississippi southward in the past eight or ten

yCa"The chart compiled by several engineers working

the Red and Atchafalaya rivers this year shows a

68,000 sq. ft. in the low-wat- er area and of
S 000

0
sq. ft. in the high-wat- er area in the Mississippi

V?' Jh area (cross-section- s, of course)

M Red RiverTin 1911. did not exceed 27,000 sq.h.
approximately the present low-wate- r, cross-sectio- n

of the Mississippi River.area
"There is also an appreciable loss in the force Of

current in the Mississippi River below the mouth of the
I have just returned from a trip in my

Seamboat into these waters, and the current below the

outleT I estimate, is about one-ha- lf the strength it was
I have been operating steamboatsvears ago.

month of the year for the
throughi this current every
nast 45 to 50 years. "

"At low water, within the past five years there has
of the Missis-ffiS- lArv

aboufa mnVbeloVthe mouth of this Red

RWer outlet. This year, in high water, the deepest

could find across this bar was nine feet;

Z Lme month in 1911, there were 55 feet of water
This shows clearly the filling up ofplace

t4 channel the rate of about five feet year Th.
south of Vicksin the channel

is the shallowest spot

Mississippi River. To do this, however, it must first
be understood that the Red and Atchafalaya rivers, and
the BaVou Terrebonne were once mouths of the
Mississippi River, and that the closing of these streams
will force a tremendously greater volume of water than
now through the levee-wal- ls of the Mississippi, past
New Orleans and on southward to the gulf. If these

the Mississippi, navigationstreams are divorced from
can still be served from the Mississippi to the Red,

Ouachita and Atchafalaya rivers and the Bayou Terre-

bonne through the Plaquemine Locks at Donaldsonville.
Though it is placed at 25 years from today, the

possibility of being left high and dry by the largest
river in North America has aroused much interest in

New Orleans, and throughout Louisiana, and is be-

lieved to be unique in river antics. It is nothing new

for a town, especially in the West, to be left to its own

devices by some railroad, but for a river the size of

the Mississippi to decide to return to the channels it

abandoned before New World history began, without
any consideration of the condition or sentiments ot a

city of 400,000, is, to say the least, unusual.

burg, and this year was barely deep enough to let us
through with the 'America, and our barges.

"All these factors lead me to the conclusion and 1

may say that every other river captain and engineer
with whom I have talked is of the same opinion that
if the Mississippi River continues to silt up below the
mouth of the Red River as it has in the past, and the
mouth of the Red River is allowed to continue cutting
out New Orleans future will be that of a 'port with-

out' water connection with the other towns of the
Mississippi Valley, and without deep-wat- er connection
with the Gulf of Mexico.

"The Mississippi River below Old (Red) River
will become just a large, shallow lake and a new city

will rise on the banks of the Atchafalaya River,,100
miles west of the present city of New Orleans That
is to say, the mouth of the Mississippi will be at Mor-

gan City, Louisiana, instead of at Port Eads, as at

Pre''The remedy, in my opinion, is to close the mouth of

the Red River, and to separate permanently and com-

pletely
the

the Red and the Atchafalaya rivers from

Will Irrigate African DesertWrangel, Latest White Hope of Russia
. w.e- - tUirtipc has a. Bolshevik troops, but his army kept itself intact, raid-- g

andwanted,
here and there when supplies were

alwavs keeoing itself in good fighting trim.
has never suffered a real defeat, and has per-

formed many unusual military feats, kjrtbjj
defense of Tsartsming his single-hande- d

TrWhile Wrangel is gratified at the French recogni-

tion Allied troops are wanted in Rus
he declares no ofbe the mistakesays, would repeating
BoShevSd who injured their cause irreparably

wfth the Ru sikns by employing Chinese mercenaries.

fiX with And they are good fighters
Sung, dashing sort of a man, with the

He is 11

nrestige of victory as his banner.
Is he Russia's Napoleon after the terror?

latest Aapoieon is in -
RTT;mVS

who fought m the
family of famous warriorswere a After thein the Swedish Army.

leath'otavus Ado.phus on the battlefield of Lut-ze- n

commander-in-chie- f of the army.
WrangeTs8 fought

was
under Charles X, m Poland and

.;.K Vharles XII in Russia and Poland. When reter

who refused being sent
the Russian Army, those

SlbThe whose authority has beer 'recognized by
man V rangelsSwedishfrom these fightingFrance comes for his responmanHe is an exceptionally young

Hrsoutt'bf frntnTng-enginee-
r

but. in 1901

JS &S arTti-wo-n f."utetnj,

SSTu
him

onsfe service Here
uj---

)ured

bravery

at the outbreak of the European war was a cavalry

captain. . , ,, , ..niiU. h so distin- -

of the greatest reclamation projects the world

ONE ever seen is planned for the heart of Africa.
is nothing less than the irrigation of a desert.

The author of the plan, now before the African gov-

erning authorities, is Professor h. H. L Schwarz and

his design is to reclaim vast areas of
.
the Kalahari

Desert. Streams draining this arid region are. to be

damned and a large shallow lake created, irrigating
10,000 miles of potentially productive territory between

the Zambezi and Orange rivers, considered to be among

the most promising land in the whole of Southern Africa

Professor Schwarz is in Europe answering the

critics of the project, the chief objection being that
evaporationfrom the large surface of the proposed

storage lake would be so great that it would absorb a

of the water. Even : cs
large proportionvery the

however admit the urgent necess.tv of arrestmg

of desiccation which is steadily increasing over
process

the uplands of South and
the whole region between

the Transvaalon the west toWest Africa protectorate
and Southern Rhodesia on the east

The Kalahari Desert covers fully 120,000 Wre
lotof the immense inner tableland

miles and is part 3.000 feetelevation otSouth frica, with an average
like theandSahara"It has been called "the Southern

scarred by the
great desert of the north is and and

bCdThef soiiedhXevVer,rSis different from that of the
Sahara. Red sand is on the surface, but occasionally

knee high m tuftsTough
sun-bleach- ed grass, growing

.intervals of 15 inches, covers the dunes.
of water the deserts chief char-,rt- r

Next to the lack andrics are the tuberous and herbaceous plants
of big game. Of the plants water-me.ons8ebit- er

and swce. snpp.y water for ma, and

JT' jJJhc Waft mmSmUm

him a major-genera- l.

Then came the Revolution.
about his arrest by the uo.

There is a pretty story
M Pthe 'earsthroughsheviki, and his release But it

of his devoted wife It may be true.

sheviki did release him. they made a
h

Deing an active, forceful
factor

"n thebecame a
still to be daring, he speedily
military situation even ..JVta wot the backbone
recognized that Wrangel
of the anti-Bolshev- .k resistance , J"troops, completely anti-Bolsh- ev k

d in
and led by a young man Lkrter looked
conducting a foray when the
lHi

Wrangel freed the Kuban, Om tj Wo Cffi
"Hirnande r

and the Telek state becomingsus of ''eu enant gerankwith theCaucasian Army 1

At this point conversationalists Jstepped in and began to wh,sP"h?" 0 important,
young Wrangel was getting misunder tan
As a result and purely through

.the U me
Wrangel was forced to retire to

Dcn.k s
there he was summoned, when

remembered with w hat spie
waned, and it was
unanimity the men had followed Wrangel.

old
With the realization that Deiukm was t

handle the situation, that officer retired himseit

succeeded him.Wrangel staflMWfired 294
Within five days Wrangel had

ganizations and committees, sending their memwr
to encourag

the front. Two officers were executed,

theT0henrhe.went through the ranks with a fine-toot- h

w
comb, and ivery weakling and malcontent was

nowed out and sent where they
The balance formed the army, a fight-to-t- h Mas

t see
of such stricken RussiaJiadnarmy, an army as bit oy
for many a weary day. He was

1
ieoTa Z , buffalo, zebra

qSgXdu. gn and other kinds of antelope, baboon

and ostrich 0( wandering Bushmen

who five off the game,, .estern
killing

border
their prey

dwell
with

Hottentots,
poisoned

arur0WS- - Xaisers The great bulk of the desert's

eggshell, the usual anterth;eet1'r.,draP.Cr, usually a
ground alongside.
woman. s up the water throug anQth
Sreero?arrlw,,honaedendnof "which is in her mouth,

PoV Schwarz1 believes the time is not far
Continent will be

fmerds ftKlliou, unproductive

portions of the earth s
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